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             MEETING OF RUDHEATH PARISH COUNCIL and BURIAL AUTHORITY


                      Clerk & RFO: Mr. Shaun Clough                                               				Chairman: Cllr. Alison Gerrard
                                                            				                                                                         Vice Chairman: Cllr. Andy Hancock

MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING  20TH APRIL 2026
 
There a number of residents wishing to become Councillors by co option. These individuals were invited to give a brief explanation of why they wish to join prior to the start of the meeting. R.G.Mitchell and A.Deans were co opted as Councillors and signed acceptance of office forms

Present        To note those Councillors present=GERRARD, HANCOCK, WILDER, MITCHELL, DEANS, NADEN, ASHBROOK
4.26.01	To receive Apologies or Absences=MORRIS, BILLINGTON
4.26.02	Declarations of Interest; GERRARD=DEEMA,NTC,SEDDON,MARK HARRIS
					     HANCOCK=DEEMA
					     NADEN=D&D GRASS					    
4.26.03	To approve Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held Monday 9th MARCH 26  
	The minutes of the meeting were approved (p.Gerrard s.Naden).The staff appraisal team were clarified as lead Wilder, Hancock, Mitchell 
4.26.04	Open Forum.  (please note written questions must be forwarded to the Clerk or Chairperson 3 days in advance)
	No  questions raised.
4.26.05	Clerk’s Reports / Accounts Month 1 2026/7 (SC/AG)
	**As the Council previously agreed any questions regarding payments or budgets should be addressed to the Clerk or Chairman  prior to the meeting, Papers in meeting bundle  (hard copy available from 6pm on the evening of the meeting) **
	       Approval requested for the following reports / action’s :
· Assistant Clerk’s absence/ future position=Clerk advised Cllrs that following medical advice the Assistant Clerk had resigned from her  position as she was unable to cope with the personalities and atmosphere / criticism expressed by Cllrs. She has agreed to work remotely as a contractor providing support with the Scribe accounting system. The Clerk and Chair identified that a number of anomalies  existed within the financial system and these would be best sorted by the former Assistant Clerk. This was agreed for a period of 3 months 
· Payments for authorisation,(includes delayed 25/26 and new year invoices) =Approved
· Inflationary rise in fees for 26/7….5% across the board effective 1st May 2026=Approved
· Potential rise in commodity costs due to World Troubles and escalation in oil prices=Noted
· Grant Funding-Enviromental Grant=Noted
· Full Outturn position and amendments are still being finalised for the full 25/26 year will be reported in MAY’s meeting=Noted. The above actions and approvals were agreed unanimously .(p Wilder s Gerrard)
4.26.06       Correspondence received (SC/AG)
1. To discuss and note the received correspondence.
 No material correspondence received. All significant issues were sent out to Cllrs for comments   
4.26.07     Communications Review (GB).= Deferred
	       1. Cllr.Billington to update the Council on her progress
	       2. Cllr. Billington to provide scope, details, timelines of the next stages of her Review
	      3. Confirmation of current Arrangements/Guidance to date
4.26.08    Planning (SC)
 1.To note and comment on applications received which have all been circulated to Councillors.
 Responses sent to date have also been circulated to Councillors.
4.26.09      Receive Rudheath Cemetery update (AH))
                    1. To receive update on matters arising and details of specific complaints  =gdpr =vase =ash waste
	         All matters were resolved or in the process of correction / improvement
2. To receive update on Cemetery Management Tendering Exercise.. NTC=Management of Cemetery daily operations.  Countrywise =Cemetery  maintenance 
Noted and initial inspections were showing an improvement. Handyman has now completed his work on cemetery gates and it was agreed to acquire a set of extra keys for the office at the cemetery.
3. Additional Sanctum 2000 purchases. 
Cllr Gerrard approved to make enquiries on costings on sanctum 2000  .      
4.26.10      Receive Playing Fields update (AH )
      1. To receive update on matters arising / Tree issues on Gadbrook Park. (Booked for Sept)
      Noted. An additional complaint re trees has been received from the residents of 25 Ashbrook Dr.Cllr Hancock would be looking into the matter.
      2. To receive update on Grounds Maintenance Tendering Exercise. Countrywise=Gadbrook/St.Johns. D and D=Venue.
      3. Approval for repair/replacement of false grass surface.
     Approved unanimously (p. Gerrard s. Hancock) Cllr Gerrard agreed to look into costings for new bins and costs for emptying them.
4.26.11      To receive Venue update (SC/AG)
1. To update the Council on lease negotiations with CWAC and its conclusion (SC/AG)=Noted
2. Planned New works order of preference and affordability (SC)=Deferred
3. Liability Issues with the new lease……emergency car park repairs.(SC/AG/AH)=Noted
4. Café/Catering options for the Venue.= Revenue Consequences and its impact on other Customers/Community Benefit.
A panel of Cllrs was  created to consider the need / requirement and  evaluate interest in a Community Café. The panel would consist of the following Cllr’s  Lead Wilder, Naden, Gerrard, Billington, Deans
5. Nursery function and its redevelopment (internal and external)=Noted
6. Update on leases for Users.=Noted
7. Community Benefit Agreement Themes -  Greener Communities / Neighbourhood Pride / Opportunity in a fair local economy
Resilient people living best lives / Tackling Hardship and Poverty / Starting Well.	
       
4.26.12     Cheshire West and Chester update (AG/SN)=Deferred
1.  To receive an update on matters arising
4.26.13    Police and Community Reports (SC)
                  1.  To note and discuss the monthly PCSO report on Crime and Disturbances=Noted
PART2/B
4.26.14   Cemetery Issues
	     1.  Wooden Cross appeared on a grave which contravenes rules of Cemetery use.
	      It was agreed that Countrywide be asked to remove and retain the wooden cross

Date of next Meetings –     11th MAY 2026 at the Venue Centre
 6-6.30 prompt for AGM. 6.30-8.30 for Monthly RPC

Date……………………………………………Signed……………………………………..		                                                                              				      Clerk and RFO Mr. Shaun Clough
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